
CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION (CRCRC) 
MEETING MINUTES 
April 19, 2017 6:00 p.m. 
Civil Rights Commission 

50 2nd Avenue Bridge 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

 
Commissioners Present: Ms. Salma Igram, Chair 

Mr. Keith Rippy, Vice Chair 
Mr. Leland Freie  
Ms. Laura O’Leary  
Mr. Esaie Toingar  
Dr. Ruth White  
Mr. Keith Wiggins 

 
Staff Present: Ms. LaSheila Yates, Executive Director 

Ms. Janet Abejo, Senior Investigator 
Ms. Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant 
Mr. Keenan Lee, Intern 

 
Guests:   Renae Forsyth-Christy 
 
I. Call to Order 

Commissioner Igram, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners, staff and guests introduced themselves. 
 

III. Public Response 
No public response. 

 
IV. Approval of Minutes from the March Meeting 

Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant, stated the date and time of the meeting are incorrect 
and will be corrected. Commissioner Rippy moved to approve the minutes with the date and time 
correction. Commissioner Wiggins seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved. 

 
V. Report from Chair 

Commissioner Igram, Chair, stated she and LaSheila Yates have been meeting with people who are 
considering applying to be on the Civil Rights Commission.  

 
VI. Committee Reports 

Cedar Rapids Community School District Liaison  
Commissioner White stated the she and LaSheila Yates met with the school district to discuss their 
assessments on student’s math, reading and science levels as well as suspension and graduation 
rates based on race and ethnicity. Commissioner White stated not much as change since the last 
meeting with the school district that took place approximately six months ago. Commissioner 
White stated parents have not yet been involved in the process and the school district is currently 
working on new system that will track the information more efficiently. Commissioner White 
stated the school district has various programs they are working on including SuperKids, Wonders, 
and Visions. These programs all have benchmarks that determine student improvement.  
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LaSheila Yates, Executive Director, stated the Commission is having ongoing discussions with the 
school district to address concerns that came to light with the State of Equity Report. Ms. Yates 
stated there has been a decline in math scores among African American students. Ms. Yates stated 
the school district will share additional information in July or August. 
 
Recommendations were made that the Commission meet with the school district quarterly rather 
than twice a year to ensure progress is being made and adequate information is being gathered. It 
was also recommended the Commission encourage the school district to get parents involved. 
 
Marion Civil Rights Commission Liaison  
Renae Forsyth-Christy, Marion Liaison, stated the Marion Civil Rights Commission (MCRC) took 
part in their first outreach event and attended the Cedar Rapids Community Cultural Expo. The 
MCRC is currently discussing future outreach participation and is working on a strategic plan.  

 
VII. Director’s Report 

Ms. Yates stated the Commission received HUD funding to further Fair Housing efforts and some 
of the funds were used to advertise on a billboard. The billboard is located near Coe College and 
will be displayed through the remainder of the month. Ms. Yates stated a HUD Performance 
Review will take place in May and staff will keep Commissioners informed of the results of the 
review. Ms. Yates stated the Commission has a Public Service Announcement (PSA) that is 
currently airing and Keenan Lee was the project lead. 
 
Keenan Lee, Intern, stated working on the PSA was a great experience and it was a good way to 
reach the community on certain topics. Mr. Lee stated the PSA focused on religion and featured a 
young woman who was looking for housing and was turned away due to the fact she is Muslim. 
Mr. Lee stated the PSA showed the landlord using microaggressions toward the woman.   
 
Commissioner O’Leary stated she attended the Immigrant/Refugee Document Literacy training 
and it was a great training that was very informative. Commissioner O’Leary stated the training was 
conducted by Investigator Bernie Walther and a woman from Iowa Legal Aid. Commissioner 
O’Leary stated Investigator Walther also provided Fair Housing training to landlords and it was 
very well received.  

 
VIII. Mission Moment – Presentation of CRCRC Historic Timeline 

Janet Abejo, Senior Investigator, stated Briana Gipson did the initial work on the history timeline 
conducting research and verifying facts previous staff had compiled. Ms. Abejo stated the timeline 
incorporates quotes that tie to history and work well with the information the Commission chose 
to share. Ms. Abejo stated the timeline features historic events and information for each decade 
and the information used was influenced by the space available as well as the importance to 
history. Ms. Abejo stated the timeline incorporates photos to better tell the story and it showcases 
how progressive Cedar Rapids was during the Civil Rights era.  
 
Ms. Yates stated she wanted to acknowledge Ms. Abejo’s work as project manager and ensuring 
the project was successful. Ms. Yates stated Ms. Gipson is currently working to make the timeline 
into a digital piece that will be interactive and educational.  

 
IX. Adjournment 

Commissioner Freie moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:46 p.m. Commissioner Rippy seconded 
the motion, which was unanimously approved.  

 
Respectfully submitted by Alicia Abernathey 
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